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FOREWORD

What is it about Berlin?

BERLIN IS BRUTAL AND human, wonderful and raw. There is an incredible amount to see and experience in this city and there is something for absolutely everyone. Berlin’s legacy ranges from pioneering art and industrial architecture to brutality and human degradation of the worst kind. The famous sites are well documented and easy to find. Many are centrally located. The Brandenburg Gate, Unter den Linden, the Reichstag, the television tower on Alexanderplatz, the museum islands on the Spree, Checkpoint Charlie and a small remnant of the Wall at Topographie des Terror are all within walking distance.
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Once you have seen the most obvious places, Berlin has plenty more to offer for those who are interested.

There are shops everywhere and food and drink on almost every corner. You can have a German breakfast until late in the afternoon. Culture, entertainment and fun are plentiful. Once you have seen the most obvious places, Berlin has plenty more to offer for those who are interested. I recommend going off the beaten path – just a little – to find hidden gems and wonderful experiences. Often it is as simple as turning a corner or walking a block off the beaten path.
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The best way to get around the city is by bike. There is also a very well developed metro network, which connects to the railway system at many junctions. The bus network is also extensive and easy to use. If you have good shoes and strong legs, you can see a lot just by walking. In all chapters, the places are described with addresses so that you can use Google maps to find them. There is so much to experience and learn. Here are some suggestions, based on my personal interests, what I have seen on my many bike rides, some by pure coincidence and others through tips from people I have met along the way. I took all but three of the photos myself.

There is something for everyone in Berlin.

Good luck finding your own Berlin!
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